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Put on the map—Dby
Amy’s 5-star shenanigans

By Hunter Davies

Is St Lucia the new Barbados?
isTlmt is what the travel industry
trying to suggest, especially
those travel traders hoping to
send more trade to St Lucia.

In many ways they are rather

— same sort of size
(Barbados is 21 by 14 miles, St
Lucia 27 by 14 ), roughly similar

pulations (280,000 and 170,000),
former British colonies
where English is spoken and both
look vaguely pear-shaped.

Traditionally, though, Barbados
has always been wealthier, more
developed, with better roads, the
Feople better educated and, as

ar as the travel trade goes, a
more glitzy destination with all
those five-star hotels down the
md Platinum West Coast

those starry, glamorous
folk - plus Michael Winner - who
flock there every winter.

I have been many times to
Barbados - it is easy to get to for
a start, with lots of direct flights
from Blighty, and when you get
there, things work. But I've only
been to St Lucia twice. On my
visits so far, it did seem more

West Indian than Barbados,
more exotic with the French-

style place names and locals
spealgngi a French-based
patois.

Best of all, it has a

and a stupendous
rainforest, making
Barbado?

rather flat and tame

by comparison.

T

roads, hellishly bendy

and full of

which meant from

north to south took for ever.
The reason for all the

recent excitement and
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extensive publicity for the

‘new’Sthciaisﬂmtsuddenlyit

has a lot more smart hotels,
expensive luxury villas and,
wait for it, a smattering of
British celebrities. That

might, of course,
putyouuffbutlthasat
bmughtcov
for St Lucia. i
I booked into what is

causing
chaos, having been eased out of
Le § but now resident in a

pool it is about the size of a
sink. This one was excellent.

a time share, except that each
owner gets to own their bit,
living there for up to nine
weeks a year. Some 20 out of
the 21 suites, with up to three
beds, were sold before they

openedatﬂleendofzoos,at
3to$1.6mimon.
Most theyear,ﬂleyrevert

to ordinary hotel
thebiggermitesbeingdwided
(hence the S0 rooms.)
creators of Maison
are the Gobat family, Theo and
Helen, and their ;

an accountant,
St Lucia in 1974 as finance
director of a hotel and travel
company which then went
tors

company’s hotels in St Lucia.
They made it work,Theo later
bought out his partner then

GETTING THERE

Elegant Resorts (01244 897515,
www.el esorts.co.uk) offers
seven nights at Cap Maison from
£2,615pp sharing a one-bedroom
Ocean View Suite plus Jacuzzi on
a room-only basis and economy
flights from Gatwick with BA
including private car transfers.

I'll it over to my sons, let
them get on with it. Which is
has happened.

stories of Amy’s ca
St Lucia, like os,lms
its own individual delights
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